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VOLUNTARY AID IN, TIMES OF WAR
During. the: méeting of- the. British Medical .
Association at Oxford an interesting discqssion
was opened by Colonel J. E; Squlre U.B; M.D.;.
V.D,, on the organisation during peace of civil,

medxcal and ambs ulance sid. He Iaid: down as

a. fundamental principle that in a war of any

magnitude . it is necessary “to supplement,_ the .;

nilitary. organisation for -the. care of the sick

and, \vounded by civilian aid, w hlch aid, h(e_

says; is essentmlly of two Llnds

1. Surgeons nurses, and’ orderlies, who are
temporamly employed by the military authori-
.. Society and St. John’s Ambulance Association,

tlee, receiving pay through the War Office.

;2 Pens-onnel and’ stores provnded by volun-“f
" calculated, in Colonel Squire’s-opinion, to arouse:

tary subseription. ~. - S0

Voluntary  aid, 'we are remmded may be.
wastefyl and embarmssmg or may be rmsapphed )
if no statement of probable requirements and”

16, ‘regulations for their émployment are laid

down.  Organisation during peace is essential -

to ensure the besb prov1s1on and to avoid un-
necessal ¥ waste in war,

“In 1egard to surgeons and nurses adequately
trained in their profe«smna,l work, they are to
e ‘obtained in sufficient numbera to -allow
selection, but, in order to obtain, at short notice,
the best profesulona,l aid, selection must have
been made previously. ‘The same apphes to-
the detalla of organisation of voluntary aid. It

i§, says (zolonel Squire, essentially the duty of

the permanent voluntary aid societies—such as

the Red Cross Society—to perfect such organisa--

tion dunng peace. .’ :

. It, is very. desirable that  there should be
some orcranlsatlon with, branches throughout.
the country, by means of which individuals

Wwishing to help when a war breaks out counld"

at once be brought into touch with a central
body which is in direct communication with.
the War Office. These local committees should
Be pe1 ma,nently established under some cenbral‘
oroamsatlon——preferably not. connected w;lbh
the War Oﬁcice — with. lts head ofﬁce m
London. = . '

" The British hed Cross Socuty (t,he Na,tmnaL
Society for Aid to the Sick and- Wounded ‘in
War), faunded' during: the Franco-Prussian
Warin, 1870, has supphed aid to several foreign
countries and to the British' troops in several
campalgns but‘it hibernates during pehods‘
ot peace, and" iny ‘wakes to- actiyity ‘wheen 4
war ‘brehiks out; ifistead of spending the leliurei
time of peace in organising for war.' i
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The Butls‘h Centml Red Cross Committee,
formed in 1898, appears, says the’ lectmer

to be closely modelled on the Germai organisa-~

‘tion for voluntary aid, though the mlhtm y.and
official systems of the two countries are widely

~ different. In Germany, the army is the nation,

and the whole life of the country runs in offi-
cial grooves. - With us, the army forms but a
small section of the e community, and the official
and social relations of the people are.kept
dlsbmcb So, too, though in (termany it may be_
wise to restrict the “offer of aid o certain”
specified organisations, this seems hardly neces-
sary or advxsable thh us. Again, the repre-
sentation of -certain orgamsatlons, Red Cross

on the Central Red Cross Committee seems’

Jéalousy whlch should be avoided.

"The main thing required is the orora.msatlon '
of local ‘committees through’ the country in-
connection with a single “buffer ¥ committee!"
purely. civilian, standing betwéen the: Central!
Red Oross Coniniittee- and local committees or'
IF the British Red Cross Society
is unwilling to wundertake the work, then;
Colonel * Sguire suggests that" the British
Medical “Association, with its branches all over:
theEmpu g, might well serve as ameans of form-!
ing a truly Imperml Red Cross Society, and form *
the direct communication with the Central Red:
Cross Committee, the functions of which should
be advisory rather than executive. ' The latter
would decide on the requirements, and: it
would be for the nhew Committee to see’ that:
they were forbhcomxnrr when needed. B

We "have long plea,ded for the - efficient:
ofganisation of civilian nursing aid for war in'
time of peace. Ab the time of the’ Soutly:
African Wat the available nurses on- the Roll’
of the Army Nursing Service Reserve were:
speedily exhausted; and then, as the War
Office ~ only accepted Reserve ‘Nurses' fori
service, it ‘became mnecessaiy’ to pass ap-:
plicants through’ what - h’ts been described
as a “skeleton Reserve” before sending
them out to the seat of war. But the-
value of 'such an organisation lies in the careful!
investigation of credentials and the acceptance
of candidates by a professional authority in time-
of -péace, hot when, in the stress:of sudden
demands, nurses are urgently needed to sail-
fmbhwnh to take up-work of a’ most respon-’
sible nature We welcome the. ventilation of;
the whole que%hlon of the owmmsatxon of volun-i
t“ll'y aid; - Y T I AN T S TS
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